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costs of an unsuccessful suit in Chancery.   Until
1838 the debtor could be arrested for debt and his
person was the property of his creditor until the
debt was discharged.

The Court of Star Chamber interfered intolerably
in private quarrels, and made use of torture for
personal examination of the prisoner. The Court
was a standing menace to any individual liberty
in this country until it was abolished in 1641 about
the same time as the Ecclesiastical Courts to which
I have referred in a previous chapter.

In these days when the most private letters arrive
with the inscription "Opened by the Censor " it is
curious to remember the uproar created in 1844 by
Sir James Graham's announcement that he had
opened letters. It is important to remember that
even in time of peace the Secretary of State has the
legal right of opening letters. The word " censor "
recalls the censorship of the Press, which extended
to all printed matter and until the Reformation
belonged to the Church. After the Reformation it
was part of the prerogative of the Crown, and until
1696 when it was abolished, very seriously interfered
with freedom of discussion,1

The independence of the judicature has been
established after a secular struggle, in which the
great lawyer Coke took a distinguished part during
the reign of James I.; but although the independ-
ence of the judge has now been secured by a measure
which protects a judge in his office during good
behaviour and subject only to 'an address by both

1The censorship has been well and exhaustively covered by Dr
Putnam in Ms well-known book on the subject.